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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WEST RIVER BRIDGE WINS CIVIL ENGINEERING AWARD 

MILFORD, CT, June 7, 2016 – The I-95 West River Bridge, a major 
construction initiative that will replace one of Connecticut’s busiest highway 
bridges and reconfigure an adjacent interchange, has received a prestigious 
statewide civil engineering award for geotechnical excellence. 

The project was the recipient of the Achievement in Civil Engineering 
(ACE) Award in the geotechnical category from the Connecticut Society of 
Civil Engineers. STV, in association with Amman & Whitney, is providing 
construction engineering and inspection services. Parsons Brinckerhoff 
(engineering design) and The Middlesex Corporation (contractor), were also 
a part of this winning project team.  

The $135 million, five-year project, which is being overseen by the Connecticut Department of Transportation 
(CTDOT), will replace the 1,138-foot bridge between New Haven and West Haven with a wider span to provide 
shoulder areas along with an acceleration lane on the southbound side. It will also replace a pair of cloverleaf 
interchanges with a single diamond interchange to increase capacity and improve safety and efficiency through the 
heavily traveled corridor. 

“It’s gratifying for everyone on our team to receive this recognition,” said STV field engineer Michael Oliver, P.E., 
M.ASCE. “This has been a very complex and challenging project, which more than 130,000 vehicles travel through
every day. The soil conditions for placing the new bridge pilings and abutments were not ideal and required
innovative methods to stabilize the riverbed and the surrounding marshlands.”

Organic silt over sand provided challenging soil conditions for the new bridge. The soil stabilization component 
during the first phase of construction was separated into four stages to accommodate traffic through the area. At the 
same time, the team was able to reduce the amount of excess soil that had to be removed from the site by placing it 
on the highway’s embankments, saving CTDOT an estimated $1.5 million in disposal costs while benefitting 
possible future widening projects. 

About STV: Founded more than 100 years ago, STV is a leader in providing engineering, planning, architectural, 
environmental and construction management services for transportation systems, infrastructure, buildings, energy 
and other facilities. The firm is ranked 40th in Engineering News-Record’s (ENR) Top 500 Design Firms survey, 9th 
in its Transportation category, and was named ENR New York’s Designer of the Year in 2015. STV is 100 percent 
employee-owned.  

About Ammann & Whitney: Ammann & Whitney and its architectural affiliate, A&W Architects and Engineers, 
provide design and construction services for public and private sector clients. Known for an ability to handle 
complex projects and provide award-winning, innovative and cost-effective solutions, Ammann & Whitney supports 
clients around the world. The work of the firm includes new construction, renovation and adaptive reuse, historic 
preservation, interior design and sustainable design. Unique expertise is provided in engineering for long span 
suspension bridges, blast resistant/hardened structures, seismic design, historic buildings and monuments and special 
cable-supported structures. 
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